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AT & MzrvivG of THE Finsr Bayresr Cuvncn AND Socretr, % 
Bosroy, Fr. 27, 1820, Fg 1 


OP 
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Fortd, | That! Deacon P.| Snow, jun. Deacon J, Loring, and Majeh? 
Oliver 3 ohonnot, be a committee to wait on the Rey. Dr. Barowin, 
present the thanks of this Church and Society for! his appropriate a 
sympathetick Discourse delivered at the interment of our late belovet: 
Pastor, Rev. Jants M. WISCBELL, on Friday last, | and request a cops: 

—- 


for the press, | Ys 
| A Jauzs Lonrxc, Moderator. ©; 
Boyron, Fxzs. 27, 1920, | 


To THE Commrene or THE Finsr Barrrot' Caupnen AND Soct 
'1n BogroNn. 


Gentlemen, | 
At |your request, a copy of the Sermon delivered at the Funer 


of your late lamented Pastor, | (though prepared under peculiar dicadvad- 

tages, arising from bodily, indisposition,) is, with « few veriad alte . 

tions, most respeetfully mubmitted to your dispasal, | | 
By, Gentlemen, 

Your affectionate. and s 


Dea, Jawxzs Loring, Moderator, 


Fxn. '29, 1820, 
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HE WAS A BURNING AND A ERINING LIGHT. | 


Tnzs2 words conthlk a part of the kinoutable & F 
testimony, which our Lord bore to the character of; 
John' his forerunner. He had on a former occasion 
testified, that among all that are born of women, there, 1 
bad not risen a greater than John the Pro- 7! 

phets, who foretold the coming of Cbrist, also predict- 8 | 
ed, that a messenger $hould go before his face. P; 
«This js he, (sﬆaid Jesus) of 'whom |it is| written ; j- 
«Behold I end my messenger before thy face, which, 
hall prepare thy way before thee.” 7? | | : 

John was, indeed, more highly honoured than any; 

of the prophets which preceded him, They prophe-;:: 
sied of Christ; and of the manner in which |his com-i 
ing should be announced. | They beheld in |perspec+#7 
tive the child born, the Son given, and the government?: 5 
securely resting on his shoulder. They $aw the her-:- 
ald which was to. go before his face; and heard the: 
voice, crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of. : 
the Lord, make gtraight in the desert an highway for: 5 
our God, [The higtory that is giyen us of Lid though? 71 
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brief, is nevertheless highly interesting. The peculiar 
circumstances of his birth deserve our notice. An an- 
gel was sent from heaven to announce to Zechariah, 
the joyful tidings of a son. He also predicted what 
manner of child he should be. < Thou (said the angel 
to the astonished father) shalt have joy and gladness, 
and many $shall rejoice at his birth. For he sball be 
great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither 
wine nor strong drink ; and he shall be filled with the 
Holy Ghost, even from his mother's womb. And ma- 
ny of the children of Israel shall he turn to the Lord 
their God. , And he shall go before him in the spirit 
and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers to 
the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the 
Just; to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” 

Time flew rapidly over the intervening period, 
from the birth of John until his appearing in pub- 
lic, without recording a single event in bis history, 
excepting, that . © the child grew, and waxed strong 
in spirit, and was in the deserts until the day of his 
Shewing himself unto Israe].” 

Johr's ministry, thongh unadorned with Jewish rites, 
was peculiarly luminous and instructive. His fame 
Spread throughout Judea, and multitudes repaired to 
the Jordan to hear his doctrine, who were baptized up- 
on their profession of repentance. His ministry, ac- 
cording to Prideaux, continued three years and a half. 
Puring this period, he was actively engaged in prepar- 
ing the way for Christ, by calling the people to repent- 
ance, and proclaiming the approach of the Messiah. 

The purity of his life, the simplicity of his manners, 
the novelty of his doctrine and practice ; and above all, 
the ardent zeal which he maniſested in calling sinners 


and went and told Jesus. To whom else (could they go 2, 
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to repentance, «hed a new light on the caus of virtue; 
and religion, and a happy| reformation succeeded. 7 
'This holy man discovered an undaunted faithfulness> 
in preaching, seldom equalled, perhaps neyer excelled; | 
by any man since. With what plainness he reprove&? 
the haughty, self righteous pharisees, one of the moot, 
powerful religious orders among the Jews ! « O genes 
ration of vipers! -who hath| warned you to flee from td: 
wrath to. come? Bring forth, therefore, fruits meet for.” 
repentance ; And think ngt to 8&y within yourselyes,; 
We have Abraham to our|father : for I say unto you; =: < 
that God is| able of these|stones to raise up childrep > 
unto Abraham.” Nor did he spare a royal offender; #, 
but with all plainness and fidelity reproyed Herod, for. 
his incestuous marriage with his brother Philip's wifes: 
who was $till alive, For this he was imprisoned, 
and ultimately fell a martyr to his faithfulness. Hers; 
od, in his rage, would have probably dispatched hin: 
at once, hut for the fear of an insurrection. He after? 


wards seems to have been softened ; but Herodi | 
that insidious, licentious woman, more persevering and?; 
unrelenting in hey resentment, could neyer be aatisfied : 
until John had atoned pr] his rashness by the forfeiti;? 
of his head. vo 

When John's diaciplel heard of the fate of their,” 
Master, they came and took up the body and buried its 


How su« denly: was this bright luminary extinguished ih 
Not, indeed, by the immediate hand of God, but by: 

the murderous hand of a yile ass2s8in! Thus fell, fi: 
the bloom and vigour of life, this holy prophet, this: 
eminent preacher, * 4 Nazarite, who was purer bans | 
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$n0w, and whiter than milk ; and whose soul was fill- 
ed with the Holy Ghost from his mother's womb !””* 

'Those who were looking for redemption in Israel, 
hailed the birth of John as the morning 8tar, the 
Sure Precursor of the Sun of righteousness. 

Though John was out off from the earth at this 
early period, no stain attaches to his character ! 
This rests upon the highest authority. 'The Saviour, 
in the language of our text, has raised an imperishable 
monument to his fame, which will preserve it with 
honour to the remotest ages of time. He was a burn- 
ing and a 8hining light, and ye (said Jesus to the Jews) 
were willing for a 8eason, to rejoice in his light. 

From the text thus largely opened and explained, 
we shall avail ourselves of the interesting declaration, 
He was a burning and a g8hining light, as appl}- 
cable to the present occasion. 

We trust we shall not be charged with flattery, by 
any that knew our dear brother deceased, if we say, 
that as a man of taste, of genius, and of literature ; 
as an humble, enlightened christian 5 as an able, 
faithful minister of the New-'Testament ; and as an 
amiable companion and sincere friend, he might be 
truly considered as a burning and a s8hining light. 

Let us dwell for a few minutes on each of these 
particulars. 

1. As a man of fine taste and genius, he shone with 
no ordinary light in the republic of letters. 'The God 
of nature had endowed him with talents, that were 
highly respectable. His powers of mind were clear 
and discriminating,. and in philological accuracy he 


* Lam. iv. 7. Luke i. 16. 
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was surpassed by few of his years. | His penetratitis 
mind could at once look through|a subject, and disce3 
all its yarious bearings ahd relations, |\which to mins 
differently conatencted! would appear exttrpmely P | « 
plexing and obgcure. ; ® 

As a, correct, classical/scholar, he held an honou LL £ 
ble rank among men of letters. Few young men hat% 
discoyered a \mbre ardent zeal| for knowledge, nn; 
cially theological knowledge, or 80ught its attainmen$, 
with pro unremitting fipproncy, than Mr. Wrxcae ; S 


him the justice to have im rd him rl profoutk 
scholar, and able divine! j 
Perceiying the disadvantages that many young mg 
of promising talents, labour under for wank of education, 
he took a very interested and active part in differe3} 
gocieties, formed for the purpose. of assisting them in t5g 
acquisition of such literary and theological attainmer 
as would! render them more generally acceptable, azzd 
more extensively useful in the cause of God.* A 
2. els an humble, enlightened Christian. In 6 
which that sacred name imports, our dear broth 
deceased, shone with a mild radiance, which tend; A 
to edify and comfort, to [instruct and/ allure others; 
the love of virtue and holiness. a, 
We are fully aware, that talents and learning, *% 
unsanchlified by grace, whilst they excite admiratin 
and respect, may s8erve quly to. dazzle and bewil Ir 
the mind, until jt is lost jin the [intricate mazes of th: 


x 


£1 
* Mr, WixcaZzLL was Pregident of the] Young Mens Auxiliary Hp- 


tisxt Educativg Society! in Boston, | | This Society congists of 318 wembe:3, 
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ror and delusion. But where grace is implanted in 
the heart, by the renovating influence of the Holy 
Spirit, religion shines with a brighter lustre, and dis- 
plays her charms in a more lovely and attractive light. 

'The religion of our deceased friend, as far as we 
can judge, was of the genume Christian stamp. It did 
not, on the one hand, consist of crude, undefinable no- 
tions and feelings, which never influence the life and 
conduct ; nor on the other, of those cold speculations 
which freeze the holy fervours of the sgul, and forbid 
its approach to every thing which has the least ap- 
pearance of spirttual life and animation. But it was a 
steady flame, that warmed as well as enlightened; a 
pure, perennial spring, that flowed with the « water of 
life,””* 

Mr. WixcueLL, in the 17th year of his age, about 
the time he became a member of Union College, hope- 
fully experienced a change of heart. Some time after, * 
he was baptized at Northeast, in the State of New- 
York, (his native town) and became a member of the 
Baptist church in that place. "The last year of his 
collegiate course was at Brown University, where he 
graduated in September, 1812. 

After preaching about one year in Bristol, (R. I.) 
he was invited to the pastoral care of this church. 

His religious views and feelings may be collected 
from what he has written at different times. In a ser- 
mon, which he published about two years since, ad- 
dressing the church, he says, © I will only observe, 
that as'F was in the beginning, s0 I continue to be 
with you in weakness, and fear, and much trembling, 
Conscious of my own deficiencies, I need your 


* John vii, 38. 
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prayers, as well as your indulgence ; and whild 3 
mourn that I am able to serve you only in 80 impe xt 
a manner, I ought to unite with you in thanksgiviy 
to God, that our union has been attended with 80 m&þy 
tokens of divine approbation, and that $0 goodl;;a 


- Humber has been added to the church. 4% 


« Although most unworthy, I occupy the place of th 


ge with diligence the acquisition of knowledge ay 
the discharge of my duties, by the consideration thi't 
four of my immediate -predecessors have been men hight 
ly distinguished on the list of ministers, who have bezy 
favoured with a liberal education,in the Baptist denoa + | 
ination, But above all, 'I am stimulated by the colt 
sideration, that the vow of the Lord is upon me; that 
I am not my own; that I am accountable to God if 
my brethren for the manner in which I discharge 4 
duty. T address my fellow beings, whom I am 804 
to meet in eternity, and |the blood of souls will be pl 
quired at my hand, if I he found unfaithful.” ke 
Much interesting matter might also be __ 
from his diary ;| but our| limits will permit us only , 
make a few brief extracts, i 
May 15, 41819, he writes thus ;—© Troubled wif 
with gloominess and depression of spirits for two dajth 
past, owing partly to 11] health, and in'part to a dreat 
ful stupidity and coldness in divine things, O Lott 
awaken me by the pow exrul energy of thy Spirit ! Y 


tian minister, 
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&'To-morrow will be the Sabbath. How shall T be 
prepared to come before the people,unless I have Christ 
in my heart? Come, thou divine Saviour, help me to 
prepare for thy service, and to preach thy name to 
precious and immortal souls.”” 

He preached for the last time in Beverly, on Lord's 
Day, the 48th of July last, three sermons. He 
was taken immediately unwell, and neyer preached 
afterwards. . 

August 4, he writes as follows ;—« My indisposition 
continues, although a little abated. I am not anxious 
to order my own affairs, because I know that they are 
in the hands of One who cannot err. Should I not 
recover my strength s0 as to be able to speak again in 
the name of my Master, it would indeed be a great af- 
fliction ; and more till, should I live a useless life. 
My family !—I dare not think of leaving it. But IL 
am not distressed about it, I am like the mariner 
who commits himself to the mercy of the sea, trusting 
in God to prosper his way. Should 1 be taken away 
either suddenly, or by a kngering consumption, the 
loss to my dear wife and children would be great in- 
deed. But I am happy in being able to commit them 
to a kind Providence, who has promised to be the 
widow's husband, and a father to the fatherless chil- 
dren.” 'Fhis is the last article which I find recorded 
by himself. 

He was conscientious and uniform in discharging 
all the yarious duties of his holy profession. His faith 
and practice were not the effect of tradition or of hu- 
man creeds, but were founded on the authority of the 
holy scriptures, which he read for himself. From a 
full convictign of their truth, he ewbraced and preach; 
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ed that system! of doctrines, generally acknoviedgh 
by the charches of our [denomination. Without p12- 
tending to give a detailed account of these, we may judy 
observe,—He econsidered that the divinity and aton$- 
ment of Christ| offer the only scriptural foundation ;jF 
hope for guilty man ; that we cannot be justified ty 
the deeds of the law, but by believing on him. that ju; ſs, 
tifieth the ungodly. These truths, with others nece&-: 
sarily connected with them, he held fast until the 
close of life. 1 
His personal experience of the power of the go5pet;e 
which has been already mentioned, had a happy influ: 
ence upon his temper and conduct, in all the differons 
Situations of after life. It was this which supportet 
him in 'the near prospect of death, and cheered _ 
strengthened his hopes of future and eternal glory. $ 
In his diary for October, 1818, he says ;-<I do no; * 
feel any presentiment of| my near approach to death) * 
yet I am reconciled to the will of the Lord, to go Jus: 
when he pleases, IT am not conscious of any thing; 41 
which should forbid my being prepared at any moment; | 
except my great sinfulness : | but I never expect to bs;.. 


perfect in this world, My only hope is in Christ, and; ; 


would be'so, were I to live a thousand years.” 

3. es an able, faithful minister of the New- Pros 
ment, it might well be said of him, —He was a burning". ! 
and a 8hining light. His public discourses were always> : 
Sensible and judicious, and frequently discovered much * 


's; 


thought and reading. 'They' were such as became © Sh 
obund doctrine. | He appeared like a scribe well in: ': 
structed in the kingdom of God, and constantly brought | 


out of its treasury things new and old. His sermons, ': 


whether doctrinal, practical, or experimental, were ad-. - | 
| d 
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dressed to the heart, and to the conscience. He knew 
how to point the artillery of the word against the strong 
holds of sin, and to array the divine law in all its ter- 
rors against the workers of iniquity. He also was pre- 
pared to speak a word in season to him that js ready 
to faint. When he saw the sinner trembling under a 
deep sense of guilt, and ready to give up all for lost, 
with a heart melting with compass1on, he 


WS v00 006 4 whisper*d peace, 


* In strains as soft as angels use,”” 


A considerable number, who are the seals of his 
mnistry, have, during his life, professed their faith in 
Christ. We trust that many more will be found in 
that day, when God $shall reward every man accord- 
ing to his works. 

There are many here, we have no doubt, who will 
bless God to eternity, that they were ever brought un- 
der the sound of his voice; and that he was made the 
happy instrument of leading them to Christ. 

Perhaps there are others present, who have often 
heard, but never profited; to such it ought to be a sub- 
ject of deep regret, that they will see his face no more ! 

Those solemn warnings and fervent exhortations 
which fell from his lips, will not be lost. If listen- 
ed to in time, they may yet prove a savour of life unto 
life; but if disregarded, they will prove a savour of 
death unto death. 

4, We proceed to consider our brother deceased, 
in the endearing relations of a companion and friend. 
« A friend (saith Solomon) loveth at all times, and a 
brother is born for adversity.” Such a friend is traly 
estimable, and such a brother is worthy of that eydear- 
Ing name. 
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There are 8ome persons of whom we have hope, thats: 
they are truly gracious, but 'whose natural dispoxitions?: 
are 80 unamiable, that one could hardly wish an inti-* 
macy with them. But the temper of our deceased 'r 
brother was the reverse of this.: He eyer appeared toz. 
us to be without deceit or guile, and free from malice: © 
and enyy; his heart seemed to be formed for _— 
His professions were more than words of course. þ 

I must be allowed to mention one. other trait in bis Je , 
character, and one which the Apostle has made neces: |." 
sary to the qualifications of a bishop, i. e. that he! i 
must be given to hogpitality. How far he exemplified 7; 4 
this amiable disposition, many of his ministering i; 
brethren, as well as others, can bear honourable testi- 3: 
mony. He was highly esteemed by all his brethreg,; 
in the ministry. 'Fhey regarded him as a judiclous, 7; > 
faithful friend, and as an instructive, amiable compan- h. 
ion. Among those who were most intimately con- Ne 
nected with him, this friendship was mutual and unin- wt 
terrapted until death dissolved their connexion. he 

Fn his family, as in the more public walks of life,:: 
his conduct was dignified, yet mild ; correct, yet af 
fectionate and tender. 

But whence all these amiable qualities which wes: Y 
have described ? 'They | were evidently not less the: 7 
effect of a mind richly imbued with the genuine Spirit,” * 
of the gospel, than of a [natural amigblenecs of dis-: 
position. 2 : 

He was deeply conelblþ of the depravity of his own. / 
heart, and acknowledged all his hopes to be founded in. i 
the merits of a crucified Redeemer, His language, ?: 
just before his death, when conversing with a friend,” X 
was, —-by grace, Þ am what T am. 7 
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It is hoped that nothing which has been said, will 
be construed as the language of flattery or exaggera- 
tion ; as nothing surely can be farther from my heart. 
If any thing should seem to bear such an aspect, let 
it be imputed to an ardent attachment which com- 
menced with our first acquaintance, and which has 
been cemented by habits of intimacy until the day of 
his departure to another world. 

I might proceed to a further exemplification of his 
character; but calling to mind a remark which he 
made to me a few days before his death, and percety- 
ing the same sentiment recorded in his diary, I shall 
briefly dismiss this part of the subject. He said to me 
as follows: © I hope there will not be too much said 
of me when I am dead.” "The following is found in 
his diary for 1815 :—©< Should it please God to take 
my life by any sudden stroke, I desire that nothing 
may be said respecting me, that shall not tend to exalt 
the grace of God, in bestowing mercy on $0 great and 
vile a $inner as I am. LI have done nothing that is 
worthy to be mentioned in my funeral sermon ; noth- 
ing compared with what a redeemed sinner ought to 
do, for the honour of Him, who died, the just for the 
unjust ; and upon whom all my hope rests for future 
happiness.” 

It is pleasant to perceive the abasing views which 
he had of himself. But these serve to render his 
character more estimable in the view of others. We 
are fully sensible, that he had nothing but what he re- 
ceived; and therefore halt no right to glory in any 
of his attainments. But we may, and ought. to ac- 
knowledge the goodness of God, in bestowing”gifts and 
grace npon him, by which he was 80 eminently gquali- 
fied for the work of the ministry. | 
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Was he a burning and a Shining light ? It was 
reflected from the Sun|of Righteousness. Was het: 
posed to think meanly of his own attainments ; a.cal 

to take his place in the dust.? It was because %s lia 
learned of him, who was meek and lowly in heevt. 
But God in his mysterious providence, has cut shown 
life which promised s0 much usefulness ; and howe)? 'er 
dark and trying to us, we rest satisfied, that the Jad 
of all the earth does right, 'The span allotted him?tin 
the earth was finished! He had reached the utmJzt 
bound of his habitation z; and was not permitted%o 
pass it. His work is done, and his account closed fs 
eternity ! He has finighed his course with joy, t: 
ministry, which he received of the Lord Jesus, to big 
tify the gospel of the grace of God. You, my weepizg 
friends, will see his face no more ! You will no m($e 
hear his voice ! 'Those hands so often lifted in «upht 
cation, now lie cold and motionless. "The soulE has 2 - 
caped from its clay prison, and nothing remains Vt 
the mortal part, May God prepare us all to follow 
him. 'The mournful occasion on which we are cog 
vened, calls for our tenderest sympathy with the bz- 
reaved widow and relatives of our deceased friend, \; 
My respected, mourning Sister / our hearts [et | 
grieved for you, when we reflect on the painful loss ye 
have been called to sustain. God has seen fit, at thzz 
early period, to take from you one of the tenderest arg] 
best of husbands. The same event has bereaved y 
children of a most affectionate father, who should hay 
been the guide of their youth. But you have much: 
comfort you in the midst of this deep aflliction. It is G 4 
who has done it ; and you know that he does not {privy 
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not his voice distinctly heard by your deceased friend, 
$aying, « Leave thy fatherless children, and I wil 
preserye them alive, and let thy widow trust in me?” 
We in some measure realize the pains which you now 
guffer, in the loss of your dearest earthly friend. We 
are sensible, that nothing earthly can fill the aching 
void, which this bereavement has occasioned in your 
heart. But cannot the all-sufficient God, who is your 
covenant God ? Is not he abundantly able, and will 
he not supply all your wants 7 
_ _ Let me exhort you then, my mourning friend, to cast 
yourself, with your dear fatherless babes, upon his gra- 
cious care ; for he careth for you. He is not unmind- 
ful of your labour of love towards your deceased 
friend. He knows all the distress you have suffered, 
while watching the rapid progress of his disorder. He 
has seen your anguished heart torn, with all the deep 
Solicitade which the tenderest affection could excite. 
Your tears, though unavailing, have not been offensive 
to a compassionate Redeemer, who himself wept at the 
grave of Lazarus ! 'To God, who has deigned tostyle 
himself the widow's God, we earnestly commend you ; 
beseeching him to be your friend and protector through 
all the journey of life, and at last to receive you to the 
bosom of his love, where all tears shall be wiped away. 
We commend the bereaved brother present, the 
father absent, with all the other relatives and friends, 
to God, who hears their sighs, and who sees and can 
wipe away their tears. May this painful visitation 
be improved by each, as a means of exciting them to 
greater diligence in the Christian course, and in an ac- 
tual preparation for their" own departure, 


—— 
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'With the members of this ancient and respectayle 


Church, we eetraately mingle our tears and | $5 
s&/mpathies, _ by 
Dearly delondldGol, i in the accomplishment of 
inscrutable purposes, has again called you to mot Fn 
the logs of an endeared Pastor! He was a burnis 
and Shining light, and for a season you have been we 
ing to rejoice in his light. He that walketh in } 
midst of the golden candlesticks, and who holds & 
Stars thereof in his right hand, has seen fit to my 
guish this light, or to remove it to shine in a A s 
mament. $5; 
Almost thirty years have elapsed Since my first « 
quaintance with you, For many years before and oo 
ter, you enjoyed an uncommon degree of prosperify. 
With your then Pastor, the Rev. Dr. STiiLMAx, I ce; 
Joyed the most endearing intimacy. We often "E 
&weet counsel together, and walked in company to the 
house of God. 2: 

Thirteen years within þ few days, since we _ - 
bled in this house to mourn with you on a similar octy- 
sjon, to pay the last tribute of respect. to his m_— 
and to convey them to the silent tomb. _ 

What changes have passed oyer you, my brethre), 
since that time ! Surely enough to show you the vac 
ity of all created things, and to teach you to b- 3 
from man, whose breath is in his nostrils, 

Your widowed state, then, however, was not of jth 
continuance. In about five months after the deceaseg 
Dr. ST1LLMAXN, the Rev. Mr. C..ay, who had been px; 
viously invited, was installed oyer you as your Pas 
Your prospects again brightened, and joy spread oF 
the countenances. of the whole congregation. Froa 
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the eminent piety and talents of such a Pastor, and 
from the elevated rank which he held in society, you 
had much to expect. But, alas, what is man! How 
were your hopes blasted, when 111 health obliged him, 
in the course of fifteen months, again to return to the 
South. His health still declining, after an absence of 
about two years, {and as part of his family were in 
Boston,) he returned again to this town. But after 
languishing a few weeks, he fell asleep, as we trust, 
in Jesus ! 

From the time of Mr. CLay's departure for the | 
South, to the settlement of your late Pastor, between | 
five and 'six years elapsed. During which period, | 
you were supplied with occasional preaching. 

On the 30th of March, 1814, Mr. WixcareLL was , 
installed in the pastoral office of this church and con- 
gregation. 

* On that joyful day, we little thought that you would 

80 $00N be left again in a widowed state. You are to- 
day probably looking upon the dark side of the cloud, 
and are ready ty ask, W hat shall we do ? Where shall 
we look for another Pastor to go in and out before us, 
and to break to us the bread of life ? You can hardly 
realize that the man, whom you 80 tenderly loved, and 
whose labours you had fondly hoped to enjoy for ma- 
ny years, is now'no more! His sun is set in a cloud- 
less sky, and he has retired to rest ! 

A considerable number of the younger members of 
this church are the seals of his ministry. You, my 
dear young friends, witnessed the tender solicitude | 
which he manifested towards you, in the day of vour 
trouble. You found in him the heart of a friend and a F 
brother. How patiently he heard your tale of wo, | 


and how cheerfully he endeayoured to impart ane 
tion! But he now © rests from his labours, an&his 
works do follow him.”” | Y. 
May the great Shepherd and Bishop of souls wich 
over and preserye you. May the Lord keep you fyom 
grievous wolves, should they attempt to enter in ant 
you, such as would not gpare the flock : and may #; ne 
be suffered to arise from among yourselves, s F 
perverse things, to draw away disciples after th fm. 


To God and to the word of his grace, we most 


tionately commend you ; exhorting you to «remen? er 


them who have had the rule oyer you, who have sp 
en unto you the word of God: whose faith fo 
consdering the end of their conversation 3 Jesus Ch 
the same yesterday, and to day, and forever.” 32 
The members of this religious Society wall pers ji 
us to express our sympathies with them. | 
I know not, my dear friends, whether your 1 
that of the church is the greatest, 'They bave | «t 
their beloved teacher, but we trust they have not }. 
his instructions. But we fear you have lost be 
Does not conscience constrain some of you to 
« Well ! he has been faithful to my soul, and I sE 
be obliged to acquit bim at the bar of God, if I: 
lost forever.” O remember, sinner, you will hear! ts 


M 


warning yoice no more. You must now 'Y 
«..— —>Þþdid a long, a $ad farewell, 4 
© 'To. the pale lump of lifeless clay." T; 


The young people in general, of this congregat ; | 
and the young gentlemen in particular, I know we | 
tenderly attached to our deceased brother. You h” ”I 
reason to love him; for he laboured without ceas}_ :& 


for your best good. His great concern was to ma 


you wise and happy. May the many counsels al 
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warnings he has given. you, be deeply engraven on 
your hearts ; and remember, that although dead, he 
yet speaketh. 

When David pronounced that most touching eulo- 
gy upon Saul, who had been slain upon the mountains 
of Gulboa, he calleduponthe daughters of Israel, saying, 
«© Weep ye over Saul, who clothed you in 8carlet, with 
other delights, who put on. ornaments of gold upon 
your” apparel.” But your deceased Pastor, my fair 
young friends, recommended to you ornaments, far | 
richer than these. He wished to see you adorned in : 
the perfect righteousness of Christ ; and with that 
lovely, meek, and quiet spirit, which in the eight of 
God, is an ornament of great price. | 

This 8olemn providence addresses this audience at 
large, and those in the ministry in particular. We 
lately, my brethren, were called to mourn with a sister 
church on a like occasion. 'Their beloved pastor* 
had been suddenly removed in the bloom of life. He 
too was a burning and a shining light. We sincerely 
loved him, for the truth's sake that dwelt in him, as 
well as for his other amiable qualities. "Thus, breth- 
ren, one light after another is extinguished from off the 
walls of Zion. How are we admonished « to work 
the works of him that sent us while it is day ; the 
night cometh when no man can work.” 

This text had been selected by our brother deceas- 
ed, several years before his death, for the subject of 
his funeral sermon. Had it come to wy knowledge 
. seasonably, I should probably have addressed you 

from it to-day. The state of his mind, in reference 
to the solemn work in which he was engaged, and the 
yast importance of working while the day lasts, may 
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be easily pexceivel in the faithful, persevering me "ner 
in which he pursned it. May it serve as a solemn;ne- 
mento to each one of as. The person who addn; 
yon, may bs considered as a candidate for the xt 
call ; but we are taught, by the event before us, hat 
no age is exempt. In view of that solemn ace#ant 
which we must shortly render to our Judge, 1+? 
with all diligence and fidelity work while the: ay 
lasts, that we may finally receive the plaudit of « \Y 2 
done, good and faithful servants, enter ye inte he 
Joy of your Lord.” 4H * 
Each individual of this numerous assembly igg/bl- 
emnly admonished, by the mournfuloccasion which Jas 
called them together to-day, to remember that they: ire 
all children of mortality ; and that they must 500]. ] 
the way whence they will never more return. 
language of this affecting providence 1 Is, < wha, bat 
meet thy God, O Israel.” There is no disch 
this warfare. If prayers, or tears, or medical 1 
could have availed, then our brother had not died 
But Heaven's high decree must be obeyed. «+; 
appointed anto men once to die.” But I heard a z; 
voice from heaven, 8aying unto me, Write, Blessed; ire 
the dead which die in the Lord from heneeforth : \' ia, 
8aith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labok 8; 
and their works do follow them. AMEN. . 
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HISTORICAL DISCOURSES. 


In the press, and in a few weeks will be published, by 
James Loring, Nw. 2, Cornhill, price 31 cents, 
Taz Second Edition of "TWO DISCOURSES, ex- 

hibiting an Historical Sketch of the First Baptist 


Church in Boston, from its formation in Charles- 
town, 1665, to the beginning of 1818. By JAMES 


M. WINCHELL, A. M. PasTor or 8a 
CEuuURCH. 


—_—" "4 CONE I OE IEEE >, . ne. | = _— 00. © | 548 | 
, . \ . | — COTS da #44 \ , , , - t = mY , " 


